Wednesday Readings
Fervor and Joy
Bible (ESV unless noted)

Psalm 98:1 (to things!), 4
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things!

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth into joyous song
and sing praises!

Psalm 19:1-5

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his
handiwork. Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals
knowledge. There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not
heard. Their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end
of the world.

Psalm 92:1-5, 12-14 (MSGQG)

What a beautiful thing, God, to give thanks, to sing an anthem to you, the
High God! To announce your love each daybreak, sing your faithful
presence all through the night, Accompanied by dulcimer and harp, the full-
bodied music of strings. You made me so happy, God I saw your work and
I shouted for joy. How magnificent your work, God! How profound your
thoughts!

My ears are filled with the sounds of promise: "Good people will prosper
like palm trees, Grow tall like Lebanon cedars; transplanted to God's
courtyard, They'll grow tall in the presence of God, lithe and green, virile
still in old age.

Exodus 14:21-22, 30-31 (MSG)

Moses stretched out his hand over the sea and God, with a terrific east wind
all night long, made the sea go back. He made the sea dry ground. The
seawaters split. The Israelites walked right through the middle of the sea on
dry ground, the waters forming a wall to the right and to the left.

God delivered Israel that day from the oppression of the Egyptians. The
people were in reverent awe before God and trusted in God and his servant
Moses.



Deuteronomy 7:21 the
the LORD your God is in your midst, a great and awesome God.

Exodus 16:1-3

...all the congregation of the people of Israel came to the wilderness of Sin,
which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month
after they had departed from the land of Egypt. And the whole congregation
of the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness,
and the people of Israel said to them, “Would that we had died by the hand
of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots and ate bread
to the full, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole
assembly with hunger.”

Romans 13:11-14 make (MSQG)

...make sure that you don’t get so absorbed and exhausted in taking care of
all your day-by-day obligations that you lose track of the time and doze off,
oblivious to God. The night is about over, dawn is about to break. Be up and
awake to what God is doing! God is putting the finishing touches on the
salvation work he began when we first believed. We can’t afford to waste a
minute, must not squander these precious daylight hours in frivolity and
indulgence, in sleeping around and dissipation, in bickering and grabbing
everything in sight. Get out of bed and get dressed! Don’t loiter and linger,
waiting until the very last minute. Dress yourselves in Christ, and be up and
about!

Isaiah 40:28-31

Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting
God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow

weary; his understanding is unsearchable. He gives power to the faint, and
to him who has no might he increases strength. ...they who wait for the
LoORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles;
they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.

Romans 12:2

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of
your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is
good and acceptable and perfect.

2 Corinthians 13:5-6



Test yourselves to make sure you are solid in the faith. Don't drift along
taking everything for granted. Give yourselves regular checkups. You need
firsthand evidence, not mere hearsay, that Jesus Christ is in you. Test it out.

Acts 8:3 Saul
Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off
men and women and committed them to prison.

Acts 9:1-27 Saul

Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord,
went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at
Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he
might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he went on his way, he
approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around him.
And falling to the ground he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why
are you persecuting me?” And he said, “Who are you, Lord?”” And he said,
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But rise and enter the city, and you
will be told what you are to do.” The men who were traveling with him
stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. Saul rose from the
ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him
by the hand and brought him into Damascus. And for three days he was
without sight, and neither ate nor drank.

Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him
in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” And the Lord said
to him, “Rise and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas
look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, and he has
seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so
that he might regain his sight.” But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard
from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints at
Jerusalem. And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who
call on your name.” But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen
instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the
children of Israel. So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying
his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you
on the road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your
sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” And immediately something like
scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was
baptized; and taking food, he was strengthened.



For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. And immediately he
proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” And
all who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this the man who made
havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And has he not
come here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?”
But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who
lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ.

And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples. And
they were all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple.
But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles and declared to them
how on the road he had seen the Lord, who spoke to him, and how at
Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of Jesus.

Psalm 51:10-12

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast
me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.

Matthew 9:16-17

No one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the patch tears
away from the garment, and a worse tear is made. Neither is new wine put
into old wineskins. If it is, the skins burst and the wine is spilled and the
skins are destroyed. But new wine is put into fresh wineskins, and so both
are preserved.”

Romans 6:13, 19 And (MSG)

Don't even run little errands that are connected with that old way of life.
Throw yourselves wholeheartedly and full-time—remember, you've been
raised from the dead!—into God's way of doing things. After all, you're not
living under that old tyranny any longer. You're living in the freedom of God.

...And how much different is it now as you live in God's freedom, your lives
healed and expansive in holiness?

Ecclesiastes 11:7-8 (to 1% .)
Oh, how sweet the light of day, And how wonderful to live in the sunshine!
Even if you live a long time, don't take a single day for granted.

Job 13:11 (to ?)



Doesn't his splendor put you in awe?

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures
by Mary Baker Eddy

249:6-9

Let us feel the divine energy of Spirit, bringing us into newness of life and
recognizing no mortal nor material power as able to destroy. Let us rejoice
that we are subject to the divine "powers that be."

162:4-5, 9 (to base)
Christian Science brings to the body the sunlight of Truth, which invigorates
and purifies.

The effect of this Science is to stir the human mind to a change of base...

45:16

Glory be to God, and peace to the struggling hearts! Christ hath rolled away

the stone from the door of human hope and faith, and through the revelation

and demonstration of life in God, hath elevated them to possible at-one-ment
with the spiritual idea of man and his divine Principle, Love.

281:27-1

Divine Science does not put new wine into old bottles, Soul into matter, nor
the infinite into the finite. Our false views of matter perish as we grasp the
facts of Spirit. The old belief must be cast out or the new idea will be
spilled, and the inspiration, which is to change our standpoint, will be lost.

560:13-15 the
the grand necessity of existence is to gain the true idea of what constitutes
the kingdom of heaven in man.

326:23-27

Saul of Tarsus beheld the way — the Christ, or Truth — only when
his uncertain sense of right yielded to a spiritual sense, which is always
right. Then the man was changed. Thought assumed a nobler outlook, and
his life became more spiritual.

201:7



We cannot build safely on false foundations. Truth makes a new creature, in
whom old things pass away and “all things are become new.” Passions,
selfishness, false appetites, hatred, fear, all sensuality, yield to spirituality,
and the superabundance of being is on the side of God, good.

The way to extract error from mortal mind is to pour in truth through flood-
tides of Love. Christian perfection is won on no other basis.

20:24

St. Paul wrote, “Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so
easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us;”
that is, let us put aside material self and sense, and seek the divine Principle
and Science of all healing.

246:1-3
Man is not a pendulum, swinging between evil and good, joy and sorrow,
sickness and health, life and death.

205:15

Befogged in error (the error of believing that matter can be intelligent for
good or evil), we can catch clear glimpses of God only as the mists disperse,
or as they melt into such thinness that we perceive the divine image in some
word or deed which indicates the true idea,--the supremacy and reality of
good, the nothingness and unreality of evil.

264:3

The crude creations of mortal thought must finally give place to the glorious
forms which we sometimes behold in the camera of divine Mind, when the
mental picture is spiritual and eternal. Mortals must look beyond fading,
finite forms, if they would gain the true sense of things. Where shall the gaze
rest but in the unsearchable realm of Mind? We must look where we would
walk, and we must act as possessing all power from Him in whom we have
our being.

548:12

Earth has little light or joy for mortals before Life is spiritually learned.
Every agony of mortal error helps error to destroy error, and so aids the
apprehension of immortal Truth.

66:11



Spiritual development germinates not from seed sown in the soil of material
hopes, but when these decay, Love propagates anew the higher joys of Spirit,
which have no taint of earth. Each successive stage of experience unfolds
new views of divine goodness and love.

262:9

We cannot fathom the nature and quality of God's creation by diving into the
shallows of mortal belief. We must reverse our feeble flutterings--our efforts
to find life and truth in matter--and rise above the testimony of the material
senses, above the mortal to the immortal idea of God. These clearer, higher
views inspire the God-like man to reach the absolute centre and
circumference of his being.

403:14

You command the situation if you understand that mortal existence is a state
of self-deception and not the truth of being. Mortal mind is constantly
producing on mortal body the results of false opinions; and it will continue
to do so, until mortal error is deprived of its imaginary powers by Truth,
which sweeps away the gossamer web of mortal illusion.

547:28
Inspired thought relinquishes a material, sensual, and mortal theory of the
universe, and adopts the spiritual and immortal.

246:13

As the physical and material, the transient sense of beauty fades, the
radiance of Spirit should dawn upon the enraptured sense with bright and
imperishable glories.

265:1-15

Man is the offspring, not of the lowest, but of the highest qualities of Mind.
Man understands spiritual existence in proportion as his treasures of Truth
and Love are enlarged. Mortals must gravitate Godward, their affections and
aims grow spiritual,--they must near the broader interpretations of being, and
gain some proper sense of the infinite,--in order that sin and mortality may
be put off.

513:6-10
Advancing spiritual steps in the teeming universe of Mind lead on to
spiritual spheres and exalted beings. To material sense, this divine universe



is dim and distant, gray in the sombre hues of twilight; but anon the veil is
lifted, and the scene shifts into light.

520:3-7, 10-15

Unfathomable Mind is expressed. The depth, breadth, height, might, majesty,
and glory of infinite Love fill all space. That is enough! Human language

can repeat only an infinitesimal part of what exists.

The numerals of infinity, called seven days, can never be reckoned
according to the calendar of time. These days will appear as mortality
disappears, and they will reveal eternity, newness of Life, in which all sense
of error forever disappears and thought accepts the divine infinite calculus.

481:3
God's being is infinity, freedom, harmony, and boundless bliss.

120:5
...man is God's image.

327:29-30 Let (to sentiments)
Let that inform the sentiments...

323:10
Then we push onward, until boundless thought walks enraptured, and
conception unconfined is winged to reach the divine glory.



